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Logline: An arrogant doctor obsessed with materialism discovers the true meaning of Christmas after his expensive fur coat is stolen by an angry street bum.

Synopsis: Matt Lewis, a clinic doctor in the inner city, lives the high life.  For Christmas, he receives an expensive fur coat, which he plans to “enter” into a competition he has going with a fellow doctor concerning who can accumulate the most expensive Christmas gifts.  While driving his BMW to work the next day, he hits the shopping cart of an angry-at-the-world street bum, Roger.  In retaliation, Roger steals Matt’s coat.  This event propels Matt to search beneath the surface of his frivolous obsession with materialism. He attempts to befriend Roger, and to seek out an understanding of the homeless problem.  Roger, however, scorns Matt’s friendship, unable to deal with an outsider’s help. Roger is beaten and the coat stolen by a gang. He is left for dead in the subzero weather, and gets frostbitten fingers. Matt finds him, and fits him with plastic hands. The coat is recovered and instead of keeping it, Matt gives it to Roger. Roger refuses it, and confesses to Matt that he stole the coat.  Instead of turning him in, Matt offers to take Roger into his home, expressing the true heart of charity. Roger accepts the offer and the gift of Matt’s friendship.

NOTE:  THIS PLAY IS ALSO A SHORT SCREENPLAY.

Author Biographical Note: Ms. Claire Hutchinson, M.A., is an accomplished writer of 10 screenplays, three plays and the co-writer of two film soundtracks.  She has had poetry published, and her Master’s thesis, “Conrad and the Idea of Progress” is an accepted critical work on the writings of Joseph Conrad, the late 19th-early 20th century novelist. In 2006, her drama-comedy play, “Harry and Marge”, won third place in the Humana Festival of New American Plays for the Actors’ Theatre in Louisville, KY.  Her short screenplays have consistently placed highly in the American Gem Short Screenplay Contests. Ms. Hutchinson founded Ambassador Communications in 1999.  Under this banner, she performs script consulting, screenwriting, and publishes the Christian Screenwriters’ Newsletter, which has a subscriber base of over 500 screenwriters and producers.  She is also the Founder of the Faith and Values Screenwriting Competition, a competition geared to finding the best faith-based and family oriented screenplays for production.  At present, Claire is writing a devotional book for screenwriters, and a WWII documentary entitled “For the Love of Freedom” for Jeffrey Worthington, Producer/Director.
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